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HISTORY AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT:

• 2005 – December 5th; Opening

• Politicial Context and law situation

• Experiences and development

• Impact & Costs



CONCEPT

14 – 20 years old

1) Anonymous 

2) Low-threshold

3) Advocacy-based work

4) Voluntarily

5) Free of charge
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HOW IS THE DAYLY BUISNESS: 

• How do you reveive a client? – „the window of opportunity“

• How do you get along the night?

• Rules and what if they are broken?

• Whats the benefit of it all?

• What happens during the day?

„How would you wish to be helped, if you are in that situation?“



TRANSITION FROM MINOR/UNDERAGE
TO YOUNG ADULT:

• Change of law, change of duties

• Change of support services

• Social science and emerging adulthood

• We know what it needs, but do we provide it? – the BIG 5 for Care Leavers







A distinct life stage between adolescence and full 

adulthood (Arnett)

High instability in housing, work, relationships, routines

“Yo-yo transitions” – back-and-forth movement 

between jobs, education, living situations

Ongoing brain development – planning & executive 

functioning not fully mature

Unequal chances – structural disadvantages strongly 

influence outcomes

High mobility & weak safety nets → increased risk of 

homelessness

EMERGING ADULTHOOD



PATHWAYS INTO HOMELESSNESS
• Family breakdown- Conflict, violence, neglect, no safe return 

option

• Leaving care- Abrupt end of support at 18, no right of return; lack 
of support networks

• Housing market barriers- High rents, deposits, discrimination, no 
guarantors, lack of affordable housing, 

• Economic insecurity- Low or unstable income, NEET, precarious 
jobs

• Mental health & psychosocial stress- Crises, trauma, limited 
access to support

• Invisible homelessness- „couch surfing”, staying with friends, 
unregistered situations



• declaration from 2021 to end homelessness in the European Union
• Main Method = Housing First

• Complex needs in complex times – but the problem will not solve itself

• Create something so it is possible – social inclusion vs. social exclusion

• Planning guarantees and financial guarantees 

You are not alone:



YOUTH HOMELESSNESS IN EUROPE 
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES – SIMILAR PATTERNS

Germany:
• 40–41% of people in homelessness services are under 25. 
• Strong data collection → young people highly visible.*

United Kingdom:
• ~42% of all people seeking homelessness assistance are aged 16–24.
• High rates of care leavers and family conflict.*

Ireland:
• ~25–30% of the homelessness population are under 25
• youth homelessness rising faster than adult homelessness.*

Netherlands:
• Rising youth homelessness since 2010s; 
• ~30% of all homeless people are 18–27.*

Austria / Vienna:
• Officially 20–30% U30 (depending on data source)
•  missing categories (sofa surfing, unregistered youth, rural gaps)*



VIENNA 
YOUTH, POVERTY & HOMELESSNESS

City of Vienna Population Overview (2025)
• Total population: 2,028,289; 
• Young people 16–24: 216,759 → 10.7% of the population.
• Young adults 18 – 30: 365,000 → around 19% *

Youth Homelessness (Vienna, WWH 2023)
• ~ 4,000 young adults experience homelessness per year
• 25–33% of all people using the homelessness system*

Poverty & Social Vulnerability
• Poverty risk among under-25s: 36.5%(male: 43.9%, female: 29.6%)  → far above city 

average 

Data Gaps & Limitations
• unified national homelessness statistics
• Large share of hidden homelessness (sofa surfing, temporary stays) not counted
• Youth often move between systems → underreporting likely



STATISTIC OF PEOPLE TURNING 18 
WITHIN THE YOUTH WELFARE - VIENNA

• In Vienna, a total of 4,150 children and young people were living outside their family of
origin in 2024

• According to Statistics Austria, approximately 1.19% of all minors in Vienna were placed
in out-of-home care in 2024, of which: 

• 2,484 children and young people lived in residential care facilities or group homes. 

• 1,690 children and young people were placed with foster carers or in foster families. 

Reasonable estimation:
If around 15–20% of children and young people in out-of-home care are aged 16–17, and 
approximately half of them reach the age of majority each year, it can be estimated that

around 300 to 450 young people in Vienna age out of full-time care annually.



STATISTIC OF PEOPLE TURNING 18 WITHIN
THE YOUTH WELFARE - CZECH REPUBLIC

comparable statistic for the Czech Republic, the latest available figures indicate:

• Around 20,000–23,000 children and adolescents live in out-of-home care 
nationwide. 

• By the end of 2023, approximately 15,900 children were in foster family care and 
about 7,300 children were in residential or institutional care

Using the same estimation approach as for Vienna:

If 15–20% of children in care are 16–17 years old, and roughly half of them turn 18 
each year, then an estimated 1,700–2,300 young people age out of care annually
across the Czech Republic



WHAT YOUNG ADULTS NEED
FOUNDATIONS FOR STABILITY, DEVELOPMENT & SUSTAINABLE HOUSING

✓Continuity & trusted relationships

Emotional safety, possibility to return, long-term contact options

✓Age-appropriate, youth-friendly housing

Small units, manageable structures, realistic expectations

✓Flexible, low-threshold support

Accepting setbacks & “yo-yo transitions”, adapting intensity to life phase

✓Practical support for transitions

Help with bureaucracy, income, housing search, daily structure

✓Stable pathways into affordable housing

Youth-adapted Housing First, reduced waiting times, tailored options

A national holistic strategy for young adults!



SOCIAL HOUSING VIENNA

• Wiener Wohnen manages approximately 220,000 municipal apartments, 
making it one of the largest public housing providers in Europe (optional: 
outreach supported housing)

• Limited-profit housing associations such as Sozialbau AG or BUWOG also 
play a major role in providing affordable housing in Austria – Housing First 
Umbrella

• Heimstaden is the largest private residential landlord in the Czech Republic, 
owning approximately 40,000–43,000 apartments, depending on the source 
and reporting date



Děkuji za Vaši pozornost

Thank you for your attention

https://www.caritas-wien.at/hilfe-

angebote/obdach-wohnen/notschlafstellen/a-way/
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• End of child & youth support (MA11)
• No right of return → immediate self-responsibility
• Loss of stability: housing, finances, daily structure
• Many spend their 18th birthday in shelters
• Early crises leave long-term marks

JUCA & a_way data: less stable housing situation and more 
relationship breakdowns in childhood → lower chance of stable 
housing
➢76% no family contact
➢50% MA11 history
➢Street-sleeping ↑ instability by 58%
➢Previous eviction ↑ instability by ~90%

TURNING 18: A STRUCTURAL CLIFF EDGE
“ADULT OVERNIGHT” DOESN’T MEAN SELF-SUFFICIENT
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